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Medium Walk: Stocksbridge to Wharncliffe Side via Bolsterstone

* Length 6.5 miles

* Grade — This is a demanding walk with plenty of ascents. The paths are well marked with a section on
quiet roads. Some sections can be rough and/or boggy

e  Start — Stocksbridge Town Hall

e  Grid Reference — SK 273 983

= Maps — OL1 Dark Peak, OS Explorer 278

* Public transport — the 57 and 57a buses pass both the start and finish.

* Refreshments — Fox Valley, Stocksbridge town centre, The Castle Inn (Bolsterstone), The Blue Ball and The
Wharncliffe Arms (Wharncliffe Side)

* Public Toilets — Glen Howe Park (currently closed)

Description

This is a walk with plenty of up. We climb from Stocksbridge Town Hall to Bolsterstone, before descending to the
Ewden Valley. The route then climbs to Spout House Hill, with views across to the Pennines, the Ewden Valley
and Wharncliffe Crags. We then descend into Glen Howe Park before ending on the main road through
Wharncliffe Side where you can catch a bus back to Stocksbridge.

The view from Spout House Hill (12)
Route Instructions

1. From Stocksbridge Town Hall cross the road by the
pelican crossing, turn right, then left before taking the
cobbled path up the hill, passing Lidl on your right. In
wintry conditions, you will need to make use of the
handrail

When opened in 1994, this was the first UK Lidl store. There
are now over 700. Just beyond Lidl is the Palace Cinema.
Opened in May 1921, this seated 1000, including 300 in the
circle. It closed on 23.July 1966, becoming a Bingo Hall.
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2. Atthe top of the path, cross Victoria Road and go up
Stanley Road. Following the public footpath signs, swing
left through the car park (2) to pick up the path which
runs along the edge of Bracken Moor playing fields

3. Cross Coal Pit Lane and go into Spink Hall Close (3).
Take the alleyway between the houses. At the end, turn
right and go up to the end of Princess Drive. Go up the
alleyway which is straight ahead of you

4. Cross Hollin Busk Lane and take the footpath between
the houses and up across fields. You will pass through a
series of five gates before you arrive in Bolsterstone (4)

As you cross the fields, away to your left, it is possible to see
the remains of the Hollin Busk Colliery and Clay Mine. Here
fireclay and ganister, used for lining furnaces, was mined.
This is the only fireclay shaft to survive in the Deepcar area.
It reached coal at 108’ and potclay at 261°. The pit was last
used in 1941 and finally abandoned in 1946. The shaft has a
concrete cap.

Bolsterstone originated as an Angle-Saxon settlement. The
name may be a corruption of Walder, a local Saxon Chief.
Alternatively, it may be derived from the existence of two
huge stones now situated in the churchyard, generally
known as bolster stones.’ They were brought into the
churchyard for safekeeping in the 19”‘.Century.
Archaeological records state that the twin mortise holes in
the upper stone may have supported twin Anglo Saxon
crosses. Local legend gives the stones as either the base of
a gibbet or part of the structure for some other means of
execution.

St.Mary’s church was built 1872-79. The Lych Gate was
erected to commemorate the Jubilee of Queen Victoria in
1897 with the present gates commemorating the Silver
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth I1in 1977.

5. Pass both the Castle Inn and St Mary’s Church on your
right. Then take the left turn down Morehall Lane (aka
Sunny Bank Road). After about 150 m, take the
footpath on the right (5). Follow the path down the hill,
passing the house. Continue downwards. After passing
through three fields, you will emerge onto New Mill Bank

6. Go left down the road for about 300 m until the next
junction. Go left up Race Lane. After about 200 m, take
the path right down the hill (6). Continue, across two
fields, to the road by the side of Morehall reservoir

Sheffield Corporation started the Ewden Valley scheme in
1913, building Morehall and Broomhead Reservoirs, in order
to provide water for the rapidly growing industry and
population of Sheffield. Broomhead provides drinking water
with More Hall providing compensation water.
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7. Turn right and follow the road to the junction. Swing left
along New Mill Bank Road and over the bridge. Follow
Jack Lane to your left. After about 150 m take the
footpath, number 12, on the right (7). Go up the field,
aiming for the bungalow

8. At the top of the second field, go over the stone stile (8),
right onto the farm track then left up the marked path
and cross the stile

9. Goright up Rocher Lane. This is a very steep climb. As
the lane swings right take the path up the steps on the
left (9)

10. Go straight up the bank then swing left. Aim for the
quarry on the high ground ahead. As you cross the field,
a wooden stile will come into view in the top left corner

11. Cross the stile and then cross the field, bearing left
towards the quarry. Cross the stile and then down and
across the wooden bridge before climbing out onto Bank
Side

12. Turn right and go up the road until it swings right. Take
the footpath, number 17, up to the left (12). Scramble up
to the field. Head diagonally up across the field. A gate
post with footpath markers will come into view. At the
gate post turn left and follow the farm track up the hill to
the old quarry

There are excellent views from here. To the west are the
Pennines, with Pike Lowe, Ewden Heights and Whitwell
Moor. Broomhead Reservoir dam can be seen, and then
Ewden Village, with Bolsterstone on the top of the hill, and
Hunshelf Bank beyond. Continuing round the panorama
takes in More Hall Reservoir and Wharncliffe Crags with
Wharncliffe Chase above.

13. At the top of the hill cross the open ground heading, SE,
for the tree and the gate (13). Go over the (wobbly) stile
on the left of the gate. Then take the right track, SW,
towards the communications mast

14. Pass through another metal gate, then swing left across
the field heading for the gate onto Onesmoor Road

13
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15. Turn left and follow the road for almost 1 mile. You will
go across two cross roads, each with a guide stone

16. As the road starts to descend take the footpath, number
‘30,’ to the left, opposite the ladder stile (16)

17. Go down the field keeping the wall to your right. Enter
the woods and follow the main path diagonally to your
right

18. There are a number of left forks. Do not follow these.
Continue along the path, keeping the dry stone wall on
your right. After descending, you will reach a T-junction.
Bear right. This bends to the left, following the line of a
wall on your right. After crossing a stream, you will reach
a ladder stile by the gate (18)

19. Immediately after the stile take the marked path to the
left through the wall. Continue across three fields
keeping the wall to your left

20. You will reach Lumb Lane. Turn right and then, after
about 40 m, at the junction cut back left down Acre
Lane

21. After about 300 m, at the junction with Owler Gate, cross
the road and go up the drive towards the house

22. After the house, at the sign for Foldings Farm take the
lane to the right and go through the white wooden gate
(22). Go right between the sheds and head down the hill

23. At the bottom of the field go through the narrow gate. Go
through the next field, keeping to the top of the field.
Pass through into the next field

24. The footpath enters the woods (Glen Howe Park) about
halfway down the hill (24a) between large holly bushes
(24b). Keep right on the path, ignoring the plank bridge

25. There are many paths through the Park. After a short
section across a field take the wide path to the left into
the woods. Pass the timber shelter and proceed to the
Ewden Pack Horse bridge

The Pack Horse Bridge is one of the best and oldest
examples of its type. Dating from 1734, it was originally
situated in the Ewden Valley. When works began on the
reservoirs, Joseph Dixon paid for it to be moved, stone by
stone, to Glen Howe Park.

Glen Howe Park was owned by local stone mason John
Mills, who used it as a pleasure garden. With the support of
Joseph Dixon, owner of the local paper mill, the site was
given to the people of Wharncliffe Side in 1917.
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The Pack Horse Bridge at Glen Howe Park (25)

26. Do not cross the bridge. From the bridge take the path
down the woods, past the houses and out through the
main gate

27. At the junction turn left up the track, Storth Lane, signed
as a restricted byway. After 10 m take the footpath, on
your right, through the wall (28). Follow the path by the
stream. Swing slightly left to leave the field by the far
corner

28. Cross the lane, School Lane, then take the path through
the wall and go down to Main Road, the A6102. Turn
right for the Wharncliffe Arms or left to go to The Blue
Ball and shops. Bus stops for both Sheffield and
Stocksbridge are situated on the main road (A6102)

Sheep on Spout House Hill (13)
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Find us on

Facebook

www.stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk

Great care has been taken to ensure that
this information is accurate. However, we
accept no liability for any claim, loss,
damage or injury (howsoever arising)
incurred by those using this information
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Please utilise the ‘contact’ link on our
website if you wish to suggest any
amendments to these instructions

Except where expressly stated to the contrary,
copyright in the text, graphics and information
contained in this web site (including
downloads) is owned by Stocksbridge Walkers
are Welcome. You may print, or download to a
personal computer, extracts for personal use.
Permanent copying and/or storage of whole or
part of this web site or the information
contained therein or reproduction or
incorporation of any part of it in any other work
or publication whether paper or electronic
media or any other form is expressly prohibited
unless agreed otherwise.

Material available from our website, including
downloadable .pdf files, is provided for
information purposes only. Whilst every care is
taken in compiling information we do not make
any warranties or representations as to its
accuracy or reliability. We may make changes
to this material at any time without notice.
Certain information on the website may contain
typographical or other errors or be out of date,
and we make no commitment to update such
information. We and any third parties referred
to on the website assume no responsibility for
how you use the information provided through
the website.

This walk leaflet was created with thanks to
National Lottery players and the Heritage Fund

Layout: Dave Pickersgill  photos and text: Allen Hudson & Dave Pickersgill

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2010

WALKERS ARE WELCOME
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